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pages of Ferguson police records and other documents, Justice officials
found that while African Americans make up 67 percent of the population
in Ferguson, they accounted for 93 percent of all arrests between 2012 and
2014.

The findings come as Justice Department officials attempt to negotiate a
settlement with the Ferguson Police Department to change its practices. If
they are unable to reach agreement, the department could bring a lawsuit,
as it has done against law enforcement agencies in other jurisdictions in
recent years. A U.S. official said that Ferguson officials have been

cooperating so far.

As part of its findings, the Justice Department also concluded that African
Americans accounted for 85 percent of all people stopped by Ferguson

police officers and 90 percent of all citations issued.

The Justice Department plans this week to release evidence of racial bias
found in e-mails written by Ferguson police and municipal court officials.
A November 2008 e-mail, for instance, stated that President Obama could
not be president for very long because “what black man holds a steady job

for four years.”

The Justice Department did not identify who wrote this and other racist e-
mails and who they were sent to. Officials at the department spoke on
condition of anonymity to discuss the review and its findings in advance of

a planned release this week.

The review concludes that racial bias and a focus on generating revenue
over public safety has a profound effect on Ferguson police and court

practices and routinely violates the Constitution and federal law.

The Justice review also found a pattern or practice of Ferguson police using

unreasonable force against citizens. In 88 percent of the cases in which the
department used force, it was used against African Americans. In all of the
14 canine bite incidents for which racial information was available, the

person bitten was African American.

In Ferguson court cases, African Americans are 68 percent less likely than
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others to have their cases dismissed by the municipal judge, according to
the Justice review. In 2013, African Americans accounted for 92 percent of

cases in which an arrest warrant was issued. _
washingtonpost.com

© 1996-2015 The Washington Post
From October 2012 to October 2014, 96 percent of people arrested during

traffic stops solely because of an outstanding warrant were African Help and Contact Us

American, the review found. Terms of Service

Privacy Policy
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Justice investigators also reviewed types of arrests and the treatment of

RSS Terms of Service
detainees inside Ferguson’s city jail by Ferguson police officers.They found Ad Choices

that from April to September 2014, 95 percent of people held in the

Ferguson jail longer than two days were African American. The Ferguson

police department also “overwhelmingly” charges African Americans with

certain “petty offenses,” the investigation concluded.

For example, from 2011 to 2013, African Americans accounted for 95
percent of all “Manner of Walking in Roadway” charges, 94 percent of all
“Failure to Comply” charges, and 92 percent of all “Peace Disturbance

charges,” the review found.

The Justice Department opened a civil rights investigation last fall into the
actions of Darren Wilson, the white Ferguson police officer who fatally
shot Michael Brown, an unarmed black teenager, in August. Officials told
The Washington Post last fall that they had all but concluded they did not

have a strong enough case to bring charges.

Attorney General Eric H. Holder Jr. had promised that before he stepped
down, he would release findings from a broader review that began on
September 4, 2014 into whether the Ferguson police routinely engaged in

racial profiling or a pattern of using excessive force.

Holder, who is expected to leave within the next two weeks, could release

the findings as early as Wednesday, officials said.

Justice investigators spent about 100 days in Ferguson, observing police
and court practices, including four sessions of the Ferguson Municipal
Court. They conducted an analysis of police data on stops, searches and
arrests, as well as data collected by the court, and met with neighborhood
associations and advocacy groups. The investigators also interviewed city,

police and court officials, including the Ferguson police chief and his
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command staff.

In the past five years the Justice Department’s civil rights division has
opened more than 20 investigations into police departments, more than

twice as many as were opened in the previous five.

The department has entered into 15 agreements with law enforcement
agencies, including consent decrees with nine of them, including the New

Orleans and Albuquerqgue police departments.

Justice officials currently have seven open investigations, including a civil
rights probe into the Cleveland Police Department. In December, the
department issued a report accusing the Cleveland police of engaging in a
“pattern or practice” of unnecessary force — including shooting residents,

striking them in the head and spraying them with chemicals.

The department and Cleveland agreed to establish an independent monitor

to oversee changes, including better training and supervision of officers.

Sari Horwitz covers the Justice Department and criminal justice
issues nationwide for The Washington Post, where she has been a
reporter for 30 years. Follow her @SariHorwitz.

[ ] SHARE ON FACEBOOK [] SHARE ON TWITTER

[] 27 COMMENTS

The Post Recommends

Why you should stop giving your kid
a bath every night
How often do kids really need a bath?

http://www.washingtonpost.com/...ustice-dept-review-finds-pattern-of-racial-bias-among-ferguson-police/2015/03/03/27535390-c1c7-11e4-9271-610273846239_story.html?wpisrc=al_alert[3/3/2015 1:51:31 PM]


http://www.washingtonpost.com/people/sari-horwitz
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/parenting/wp/2015/02/26/why-you-should-stop-giving-your-kid-a-bath-every-night/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_1_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/parenting/wp/2015/02/26/why-you-should-stop-giving-your-kid-a-bath-every-night/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_1_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2015/02/25/this-is-the-real-significance-of-obamas-keystone-xl-veto/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_2_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2015/02/25/this-is-the-real-significance-of-obamas-keystone-xl-veto/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_2_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/parenting/wp/2015/02/26/why-you-should-stop-giving-your-kid-a-bath-every-night/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_1_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/parenting/wp/2015/02/26/why-you-should-stop-giving-your-kid-a-bath-every-night/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_1_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/parenting/wp/2015/02/26/why-you-should-stop-giving-your-kid-a-bath-every-night/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_1_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/parenting/wp/2015/02/26/why-you-should-stop-giving-your-kid-a-bath-every-night/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_1_na

Justice Dept. review finds pattern of racial bias among Ferguson police - The Washington Post

This is the real significance of Obama’s Keystone XL
veto

We just shifted into a new kind of environmental battle.

U.S. millennials post ‘abysmal’ scores in tech skills i

| i i S,
test, lag behlnd .forel.gn peers :)ﬁ?‘*‘ -
“We tend to think millennials are really savvy in this area. But S i ey -
. — 3 - E
that’s not what we are seeing,” researcher says. Ax v .
a - o I3

Trending on Social Media

= > -
Cats outnumber people on  Significant snow event A first look at Settlers of
this mysterious 'Cat possible late Wednesday Catan: The Movie.
Island' night into Thursday

th

Chris Russo to Bryce D.C. area forecast: Spotty  How to tie Moses, 'Game

Harper: 'You haven't done  wintry mix this afternoon, of Thrones' and Iran
ANYTHING' then a mild, wet together in one speech
Wednesday; snow risk
early Thursday

(UPDATES)

http://www.washingtonpost.com/...ustice-dept-review-finds-pattern-of-racial-bias-among-ferguson-police/2015/03/03/27535390-c1c7-11e4-9271-610273846239_story.html?wpisrc=al_alert[3/3/2015 1:51:31 PM]


http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2015/02/25/this-is-the-real-significance-of-obamas-keystone-xl-veto/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_2_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2015/02/25/this-is-the-real-significance-of-obamas-keystone-xl-veto/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_2_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2015/03/02/u-s-millennials-post-abysmal-scores-in-tech-skills-test-lag-behind-foreign-peers/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_3_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2015/03/02/u-s-millennials-post-abysmal-scores-in-tech-skills-test-lag-behind-foreign-peers/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_3_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2015/02/25/this-is-the-real-significance-of-obamas-keystone-xl-veto/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_2_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2015/02/25/this-is-the-real-significance-of-obamas-keystone-xl-veto/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_2_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2015/02/25/this-is-the-real-significance-of-obamas-keystone-xl-veto/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_2_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2015/02/25/this-is-the-real-significance-of-obamas-keystone-xl-veto/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_2_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2015/03/02/u-s-millennials-post-abysmal-scores-in-tech-skills-test-lag-behind-foreign-peers/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_3_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2015/03/02/u-s-millennials-post-abysmal-scores-in-tech-skills-test-lag-behind-foreign-peers/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_3_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2015/03/02/u-s-millennials-post-abysmal-scores-in-tech-skills-test-lag-behind-foreign-peers/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_3_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2015/03/02/u-s-millennials-post-abysmal-scores-in-tech-skills-test-lag-behind-foreign-peers/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_3_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2015/03/02/u-s-millennials-post-abysmal-scores-in-tech-skills-test-lag-behind-foreign-peers/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_3_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2015/03/02/u-s-millennials-post-abysmal-scores-in-tech-skills-test-lag-behind-foreign-peers/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_3_na
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/03/03/cats-outnumber-people-on-this-mysterious-cat-island/?tid=trending_strip_1
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/03/03/cats-outnumber-people-on-this-mysterious-cat-island/?tid=trending_strip_1
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/03/03/cats-outnumber-people-on-this-mysterious-cat-island/?tid=trending_strip_1
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/03/03/cats-outnumber-people-on-this-mysterious-cat-island/?tid=trending_strip_1
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/wp/2015/03/03/significant-snow-event-possible-late-wednesday-night-into-thursday/?tid=trending_strip_2
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/wp/2015/03/03/significant-snow-event-possible-late-wednesday-night-into-thursday/?tid=trending_strip_2
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/wp/2015/03/03/significant-snow-event-possible-late-wednesday-night-into-thursday/?tid=trending_strip_2
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/wp/2015/03/03/significant-snow-event-possible-late-wednesday-night-into-thursday/?tid=trending_strip_2
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/compost/wp/2015/02/23/a-first-look-at-settlers-of-catan-the-movie/?tid=trending_strip_3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/compost/wp/2015/02/23/a-first-look-at-settlers-of-catan-the-movie/?tid=trending_strip_3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/compost/wp/2015/02/23/a-first-look-at-settlers-of-catan-the-movie/?tid=trending_strip_3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/dc-sports-bog/wp/2015/03/03/chris-russo-to-bryce-harper-you-havent-done-anything/?tid=trending_strip_4
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/dc-sports-bog/wp/2015/03/03/chris-russo-to-bryce-harper-you-havent-done-anything/?tid=trending_strip_4
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/dc-sports-bog/wp/2015/03/03/chris-russo-to-bryce-harper-you-havent-done-anything/?tid=trending_strip_4
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/dc-sports-bog/wp/2015/03/03/chris-russo-to-bryce-harper-you-havent-done-anything/?tid=trending_strip_4
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/wp/2015/03/03/d-c-area-forecast-wintry-mix-this-afternoon-then-a-mild-wet-wednesday-snow-risk-early-thursday/?tid=trending_strip_5
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/wp/2015/03/03/d-c-area-forecast-wintry-mix-this-afternoon-then-a-mild-wet-wednesday-snow-risk-early-thursday/?tid=trending_strip_5
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/wp/2015/03/03/d-c-area-forecast-wintry-mix-this-afternoon-then-a-mild-wet-wednesday-snow-risk-early-thursday/?tid=trending_strip_5
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/wp/2015/03/03/d-c-area-forecast-wintry-mix-this-afternoon-then-a-mild-wet-wednesday-snow-risk-early-thursday/?tid=trending_strip_5
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/wp/2015/03/03/d-c-area-forecast-wintry-mix-this-afternoon-then-a-mild-wet-wednesday-snow-risk-early-thursday/?tid=trending_strip_5
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/wp/2015/03/03/d-c-area-forecast-wintry-mix-this-afternoon-then-a-mild-wet-wednesday-snow-risk-early-thursday/?tid=trending_strip_5
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/wp/2015/03/03/d-c-area-forecast-wintry-mix-this-afternoon-then-a-mild-wet-wednesday-snow-risk-early-thursday/?tid=trending_strip_5
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2015/03/03/how-to-tie-moses-game-of-thrones-and-iran-together-in-one-speech/?tid=trending_strip_6
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2015/03/03/how-to-tie-moses-game-of-thrones-and-iran-together-in-one-speech/?tid=trending_strip_6
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2015/03/03/how-to-tie-moses-game-of-thrones-and-iran-together-in-one-speech/?tid=trending_strip_6
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2015/03/03/how-to-tie-moses-game-of-thrones-and-iran-together-in-one-speech/?tid=trending_strip_6

	washingtonpost.com
	Justice Dept. review finds pattern of racial bias among Ferguson police - The Washington Post


	5odG1sP3dwaXNyYz1hbF9hbGVydAA=: 
	form11: 
	email: E-mail address
	input3: 




